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Lured by the rhythms of Africs,
Californian student Ashley Maher
dropped the medieval for the ethnic,
nmt;J gllo‘wrd the beat to London
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Ashicy Maber: “T bove Africon rigihma. They are on integral part of sy work”
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Ashley Maher
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“Unusual and intricately wrought fusion of shimmering African and
Caribbean rhythms, from an Amernican newcomer now resident in
London. The 10 tracks are built upon Maher's secretly innocent vocals,
taut Ghanaian percussion, funk guitar. beautifully trilling native flutes,
and wild saxophones. Side one's Dreaming and So Many Times could
hit both the world music and new age booms, while Honc)comb Grey
recalls Sade at her languourous smokey best; Eddic is a more
lighthearted skit on a Casanova shoeshiner, and Tick Tock a slightly
sinister township chant with hints of the armed struggle. The flip's
Jumping Mouse and Hush Child weave a softer, more pastoml mood,
full of strange open plains echoes and twilight campfire charm.”
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MUSICA Come wrton de vorsns

Chiclana marca el ritmo étnico

Eata noche comienzan los conciertos del Fimec ‘09 con las muljeres como protagenistas. El festival
musical durard hasta el sabado y en total actuardn ocho grupos de los mas diversos estilos
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_ Culture

Quand une Californienne chante et danse le mbalax

Aprés un petit tour du mende, cette anglaise est tombée amoureuse
du Sénégal. Chanteuse d'abord, elle est devenue danseuse de mbalax.
Style qui occupe une bonne partie de l'album qu'elle vient de produire.,
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Female Acts Find Niche In Britain
Crossing Atlantic Called Way To Labels

W 8Y PAUL SEXTON

LONDON—This time it's not the
British [nvasion, it's the British In-
vaded.

For reasons part sociological, part
geographical, and part coincidental,
the first quarter of 1992 has seen the
emerprence of several female, North
American singer/songwriters who
have relocated to England, been
sigmed to labels here, and had their
music releasod long before it is avial-
able back honw,

‘oremost among these adoptod.
English chanteuses is Tori Amos, a
North Carolina native whase "Little
Eurthguakes™ afbum was released in
the US. Feb, 25 by Atlantie after de-
buting in the British top 20 and
achieving silver status (sales of
£0,000) there on East West, Ren-

tucky-born Betsy Cook, who shares
Amas’ UK. label, has had her debut
album, “The Girl Who Ate Herself,”
released here o favorable entical re-
sponse,

Ashley Maher, Canadian-born and
Los Angeles-raised to British par
ents, has yet to take her U.S, bow but
is already on her second album for
Virgin UK., "Pomegranate.” And,
for more than just good measure,
seasoned Canadian Cree Indian siren
Buffy Sainte-Marie hax recently
smasde 4 spectacular retarn o the Brit-
sh top 40—after 20 years away--via
her UK. sigming to Ensign, a subsid-
ary of Chrysalis Records.

Ensyrn managing director Nigel
Gramge, who signed S5: unl&\hr‘-.’ af-
ter then-Chrysalis US, West Couxt
A&R head Kate H\m:m brought ham
her demos, says of the Atlanticstrad-

dling signing trend: “It's always been
2 Jot easier to bréak things in Britain,
because it’s a small country, and you
can work things through the press in
the wiy Warner has done with Tori,"

st West UK. managing director
Max Hole, responsible for signing
longtime friend Cook and for “adopt-
ing” Amos, goes further: “There is a
confidence and a charisma about
American singer/songwriters, and
both Betsy and Tor: have got it
Buffy's got it too.”

Maher’s expenence is perhaps the
most cross-cultural of all: Raised
here, as well as in the U.S, and Cana
da, she recently marmed an African
resident in England, and musicians
from the Ivory Coast. Senegal. and
Cameroon appear on " Pomegranate.”

Contending that Britain offers a

(Continued on page J0)
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i Ndow en Tarope. Cest @adbars coote
wrerture Qo 3 penmis i onction svec e Kot
du Mbalibh Clest au momere o Youlsou e
g irait 400 Gague aThe Linew gu'ele po
nppeecher de Mentint do & Médea g étak
huperonné, § lNépogue., par Peter Gabriel Par
a votn, el 2 ot Févoloer oo freelance,
W"“_"MMMN‘¢“

C e ————— =

b makon g6 dagues. Ele & Wory dhout $é
ardmane do ravaller avec des muscions an
proverance da MAfrigue de Ovest. Comtras
ververs b0 phopart G artsies occkientacs
gl st b Mab comre porte dentrde
dam & muigue africaive, 3 cane de quakquet
prussreh aved o Bhues Ashiey 2 wtd 30
volu ser e Mbalikh, Calle i prend comme
roforerce Younos Ndowr qu'alle corasdbre
comme bt phas grand artnte dncws do e
MWQ&WWM‘&
WMWQ.‘-‘!&M

Corrona

res W."".‘m w Mo
kb ne prend paa do gants poer se leacer A
ford dara 1 nowwelle paasion. En 2006, noire
2O 3 renked wn e 1es Vieux rives, a0 &

. v wn Uire pour Youssow Ndowr B yagit v

moroeiy «Bod Baptiow. U annde phas
wd 4 b s de Youoe & Los Angelns
poser las baroirs @ur concert, ehe 3 efectud
un 300 de durae du Saber, g # FvOresiion.
oé pha Lun. BEn 2008, Fendant de & Midon
Tewme ok ofly doviers »on Weitde powr des
aimacihes & Sorano et & Dercy Par b suite,
oo 3 contacod cortaima mumciensy du Super
Etode, dars be but de soetr us Al Bl o
o ouverte & ovevy Mbaye, en bl aFirrnast
ov'elile rdvak de wvenir snregatrer son -
quidme dague 4 Dalar svec e soutien de b
Mth:m\hW“

MR ex3ece N a0 R tard P e e
dorquon de 1es farx tparpiiey 4 travens e
moade, sle 3 réusl ) dupeier de fordh pour
erregutrer ton dogue e novemboy 2008
Aot s complond de son prodciour came
rowrsh, Asdeé Manga, elie 2 Anf doa dermeen
régiagen. UnBoan de din Stres o1t metasié Acre-
ma et Ashiey ¥ chante dara Wb iyl pure-
mest sémdgaine Son Mioldhd percenst e
détonte pad s pays e Yosmou Ndowr Le
P Q& patse répulibetrrmra s ootk dcran b
perTiet eacore de by dalage de s evar
ser alents do demsgne. [n compagee des
maboes &y preupe Gor Gotlou e proue
v souvelle fon B paciele mairiie de b
Vdarwe ctéficee der Mlies Ay puys Ble teerries
b trrage de son stccnd clp i couny de
ie semtirn E0 ssetlirt de rovers Macewe
PrOChaING JOnr ergardier wn grand toncert 3
Owkar Aabbey Mabes comtrmn de Snter 1 o
Ie ot compen Sion ru Son part de e ke
aCtepier par be grand puic Une arrbition gui
st Legamint daos ses vordes, su vu 3¢ i oua-
Mo du traal sbacsu Bon veed 4 B @ Taubabe
weichlua de by derse G Moghaih !
Mohosted fode! Lo
e . - 1
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ASHLEY MAHER » “Hi" » Viegin » Nossilanie ie grande 4/ Ja masics
o metle &) produres | twet Lavers. Ere madte ettess guevte mese il sibweww nwlle soonr dioe-
prafiche & Awite Baker, b woovs reging dol seal. A sorpresa ¢ i o & Lane dila corsa
dills mastre pagelle momisle baglia Al ragearde per prima, com wat leggore marpine £ donieg-
. (e dedstiontr Askiey Meaher. U'n darvery xusre mlls rua conceZiont, (o8 1wn), niws ¢
maseuty preas de vanw soew dol monds, Use manca da cllagge globale come roals o lag-
ox dell'wivimn Serennse prima & dwomle, U'n dinen cbv la redasome &y Rockitar ietinlanea,
saporatintte Mev § ik dirivedy, ¢ esnnigiie caldamants per quesie not estoiv. Amide Hekwr
piens subils dopoe ma won figere coviaments com o oor reffimeiesie onoal ¢ com Iy 1w wale |
tomali. Mncke piv Aohe Caomira o dimastrome maturi « deges del tes 30 posvs della wciva e

1ufica mymsile. Dieive St g olivi, guant of complase slive o sufficronsn, trowes Brace Horwsdy,

b PFosnder Siskers ¢, fonalind & code, | rodimars Crephy Solls ¢ Nash, beernad solownrmenis,
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Ashley
Maher
til Teisen
Ndr artisten avlegger
sitt fgrste Norges-

besgk denne uken, tar
hun turen til Teisen.

ELISABETH T. FAANE

Ashlm turen til \t—s
keriet k us pd Teisen. Det
ll;;: av kulturhusets ildsjeler,

- Som kulturhus feler vi et
ansvar for @ i

; Ao
% [ ‘8‘
, i
Y |
TIL TEISEN: Konserten holder

hun allerede i kveld (Foto: Privat).

derfor ikke sen med 4 invitere
henne il kulturhuset pl Teisen,
~ Heldigvis hadde hun tid. Kunn-

skapen om hennes
mﬂkummashépapa
denne miten & gjpre alle en tjenes-
te: Ashely fortjener fans i Norge, og
Norge fortjener & hpre god musikk,
mener Sara Pihl.

Vaskeriet kulturhus feiret sin ett-
i av mai 1 ir.

ting vi ikke trodde var mulig da vi
startet, forteller Sara Pihl.
Dnsker du 4 {4 med deg Ashley
Maher er det bare 4 ta turen til Vas-
kenet kulturhus i dag, onsdag 19.
oktober. Dgrene dpner klokka
1930, og det er gratis




Sounds

Now out of priat,
wookly LUK music
magarine (or senous
manic (s, NME's

competitor,

ASHLEY MAHER

0“.

(Virgin V2611/CD) ***2
FROM OUT of nowhere -
well, almost — Ashley Maher
has with one of
those , fully formed
first slbums whose very
self-confidence and
completeness is kind of hard
not to admire.

A Canadian who was raised
in LA and is now a resident of
London, her songs are

worded affairs that
rely on the rhythmic
n-goﬂhoMColino
way that Joni Mitchell hinted
at ol those years ago around
the time of “The Hissing Of
Summer Lawns’, She even
manages to sound a little ke
the woman, too, in the lower
register; a combination that
works rather better on record

than it might sound on paper.

Although
lacking in the hit single
department to make an

instant name for herself, the
drifting focus of the voice ~
rich, textured - settles
into a com niche
somewhere within the
rameters of what had
tter be called World and
New Age Music for ease of
reference. The openi
tracks, ‘Dreaming’ 'So
Many Times’, in particular

danco stylishly against the
lush, ethnically induced

backdloth as t it's the
most natural thing ever.
Given the chance, this is
just the kind of gently
persuasive noise that can get
undenhoﬁinmdsuythne
Peter Kane
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THE MuUsIC OF ASHLEY MAHER

RY UM LEE

3 thn mcking pot of culhures et Sevdbern Callforsa, o' not sapris-

g Ot an wthe 5o odinuralty dvorse s Ay Madey' wokd call Low

Anprbes howse. Mor manic refiecns 3 stoong afienty wilh Alrses seass
w b wonderfaly coenples eviens ad peocuciine backng wilh sddds s
Lats Assoncan, pare sl Solk chomonh

Mer songenang & bogrpbical n zatee, Grewing on et perussl epe-
rrontes o relsie Melbng seres hoth moving mnd hosctiell T3¢ oxpiessev e
of Bor vosoe s soodher srong dompunes of Malen™ sasic. ¥ moog sl
wppic, sevmading coe of oo Machel 1 A sl soa, oo addng sl
b en B St DV

Born w Canadn b0 Brtody pavosss, Mabor's fasly moved %o Los Amgoies
whan e was Bve She grow W unpng pure, Choswal, chondd and medevsl
edd. W found hev et callng @3 Africen musee while stsnding L
Borbciey i he lode 19005 AR gradescion, she was off b Londea, whars &
B¢ el of an AfNcen Taeky srvesasicd, o menarsed horsel | e bocal
PR BO0nE

Mabwr s cliont brvaght ber be B snden of Viaga Reconds US, who
wieasad tve creically acclaznad stoondags, & 1P el Posegranees 0
1991 Winhe consanvssal e and formanc wan a0k ye %0 be, bt SBund recond
ummnmmwmmm-a-..._
wodoscrred

Favondad @ bodh Pasw and London sang somw of B fase African omes
O avadibie. The v Rt Diotzunad how woll she Baad bey Iyncs wnd
mckodhen wolh Afriown hebwns. The sng Aad / Bulivwe relaiod e wory of
b St vt 0 2y bsband s (end s v A, aind cahir songs Bie Crven Aow
Advesng and Botaly, Dhaerand S vrregh of Wt sOgeTiIRg. Scven yoan
on. his recieding revaa & powerfll snd moving dskessent, Ieluabingly
sdotnd snnd s valnd iy an et duy I wa recaedod

Alcr the refonse of The Klessod Rabn, Moy s cavoer was showad 4 the
nosarsad 4 Los Aagolos 1o core For her adieg seodey and e b & Dy
R« e WTICYy POriCTEng sed aviag apam, el bas 1cicasod by v
W cording @ maxyy youn, Flyng Char Bradions

IV e openang wack, Luchy Bl sots Dt bvwt o thawne for e mtas
alinen 5% the story of hor Deabands” viart 50 b bormetewn sl contrmts de
n-)hmmhuw-ahnbmmulm-a-u-s:hn-
fore mrasd 5o Nl with how vt ags for e wonpie ploteres Kad & b
autns horme. This sbyoct of conints, of Wessdas, of bradgos b sewer Bengs
Uor betey o wors ) i nefiocod Seoagiwut B reqordiag

Mucali. B opowng nct Sodigen de ol (e Afncen rigtdan Soes

prodaier Amde Mangs s Sus mnd patar work) Wil B e e Jacs wsaicr
mmwfm-w-ht&humwwtrm&um
wacks o'y on 10y 8 vibew, relesbing sownd S shows Mabor el sy
o dcing & rok 10 Pamber bor mmsical veeed

Ie fack, ¥ & conteses e suks Oex socondhng worl s well Contnue e
ong Seven wih o s rah vl Daciiod by pasr the sebar drvems of Ads
Fave. wih Ose Rser Moow, 8 song wih o comventionad 44 baat, ssoodh
wind pthindg ik & caachy choen Bual woskdn 't e owl of plaie on coonmeoncial
sadeo Of s » g exntnd ymcre ) 10 e Raky Sendawr of B Ve
Srytunic and wpAtmpo Owe. Crad s 50 bow prodecer Mange Moviegdy
weand and suaschad &¢ beckmyg monacwms end aTmigeaamx & met each
song. reskoang e by s wnlividial wasaroers

Ax 5 oot Mabey shaws ospocially bright oo feo somgs, LY poar el
Mm-»\nh“‘('mmvuomomhu
red kg and Mvimg e camage L W ctewd] o, ind Se tenving «heaig
wack, Graceflly. sbout ey moodher s death anud Sow sl facod the prospen
with euch Sgniry aad reacive. 'y » Aleng enlig M & Scondag by & sowaarh
e o

A copeyable o Mabey s recondind offocta mer, socmmg ber perfoes live b
sdinenal oeat Her leve Shores wlle o0 ey Sfovcae facota. She can o
o o4 w0 oAty eomang, weaally wilh Laso padarv Raberio Montero, wih
# vreng Feres on Bhe hvical and malodec nature of By Sigs. Thore ¢ abwo
oy Glforont ovp g, Ot feaaam & band wah & vkl jaax wile
0o Ao larger proug o Dackang vovalaly ey mOeT mpees wadin
oo O swccums Tha the mwst oaibeg and Vit w O fa dosd wdd
Wl A bwas daman

During hene dhawn, Madier o josned by & sy o6 pdhr Suncery 1 -
Oplown of b enl wand Doowad = brght covrms, S daacem v
form bodh chorcograpied @el wdo (oA A TR BeONT perie Wulaw mat
wotenged 3y the shurae cokmmetion of Mabor's Chaotal trgss &+ v,
sl Wik defnen 2er an &ty origanal soetetens and songw T IO o e e
P .

[Forder wharmaton sdos e porforrmeeny didos 2 whTe ba prer, b
Adry Slafees s P sadage can be Toaoad o w e sdleywalen oo

A Low & o contridnemg ol sveewer & phosagrapher Ao DNty L
Mapavine and has alive worizen for oot S Webh ssigacine Ywyrh o)
ot 40w Ve rdvon

Curdien Courteas)

Ashioy Maber

ol e e e
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Artist ASHLEY MANER
Tide:  THE BLESSED RAIN
Ladel;  SFIN WILD RECORDS

&Y LARKY WINES

1 de't ofes that you fieed 2 CD

that Frnds B¢ perfict dalance of

Gverety ssd Cobsion, or o
with w0 mary ks thal stay with
you. Afler 2 few spimn of The Manad
Ratx, you B yoursell singiog or
huvomg 0w of the many oaclody
Imcs or mapoleg ot one of
s, Duning (he socont amy
scascrs. 1 fTound mywell wanting o
bear the tae ack over mad ovee. i tendern with S drops striing the ol

This wiivarn ia 2 sandout. solidly m B¢ madralream of the caTone trend
Dt fames workd smasae with American (o senmibelitics srad $he @aoul isden-
sblc ditnevowcns of pop It's a2 cmscnble of wadtionsl indtneneets Som
ey culnaros, pussr, pleso, Hilare Posdas cxmme haas, and
Ashiey Maher's sy voice and clear tyres There o chaliesging tempo
chngos, someanmes sompiey rythen patierss and instrumental phesung.

Maber's vocals, ofien plowarely overdsbbed 1o prowvide backing Sar-
ireses. e ned vimply sppoetad by the ssumenstion. Her singing &
wrcgrated and ivolved as sy teatrarncnl, o racely sttempied = on? of
Wi we hoar Fach song is 4 delightfil orchontration. Thaw ane Dutes, po-
s, cloctric bass, accordiae, scene wie of foger cyrebals, Chinese Cymbals,
mdcnlmmmdsmm&mummdm
o sd dells, heramben, bede. beckow, apogo sad ofier belle, bamboo
shendon, cobssa wnd African barp, 51 you're sarfmd lind with musry of these
words, sx are oot folk fans, Ous albums will have you visiting Basy 3 Deam
10 check out o Insdrermessia

The wesicrn dnens are a bt ©o mach v top 0 Biwd, o tenc tha's )y
modem pop, Mcr and RAB infhsencos are fell, but it Rstemers will be
Geawn by (he iorplay of maditamal and wintees iostrumscets with the
meiodics and vooals,

O track, Opuwiband, whie masresnmng fhe phomant Mol e of
tye aPdam. has 3 powerfid social conscimoe. 1t talks houstingy of te ol
pipelines Urough s war and Sumene crvaged pant of Nigenia's Nigsr Rives
Diedra, and the song i+ & teidute 90 the Late activiat Kea Saee.Wiwa, (NFR snd
athers have cepvesal on the Ml 11 wrahdh cutractedd, abung widh (bo o,
o Oc Sateds of westomn finencicens. e the imeeding tragedy of the Opri
pocghe A web wearch peodpoes shost that |

Ovher worgs, like abalw, speak of Afncen celiore oanfnanng aesem
eflucaces. Theee are spental dirsercics re that may of may oot seach
¢ seaaiilines of ol wha iack the €D, faa they are poter, if vme lietens
1o Maber s lyrws

Axhicy Maher wiose (v co-wrode 3l the ks, el comes by here w:fle
etnes honostly. Her asband 15 Afican. She lived for years in both Afica
and Faglend, and hax abserbod runbcal wiffinces of both. as well as those
of thme sperst om bodh Amercan coonts, Thise Taonlliar with e old Appie
Records catalogae will readdy bwat B¢ fintad inflacece

We are all acountomad S0 mevies fhet wre sadc al aot releasod for
MNWWMMwnanWMbaudhkﬁw
Decoroing s, This alezn has 2 similer add hutoey Had i1 boon released
whes it was masbe, i would bave kol B¢ osment wave of wardd-alluenoed
avwsc. rather thay oding that wave. The tracks were oecordad o Exglind =
1997, and whiks the CT) beary that date, # wnnn 'l actimly relessed is e LS
el 207, Maber sayx, “Moving hack to e US foorn Enghead. saling time-
oun to have children, some yoars just got swey.”

Forunacly, br meac from those yews is hack, n her fiae Ive pars
ﬁM@WMWMmMlew
T Theme 2ften trades snnd the allwars raen ove! 45 minaton. It by mecely
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ASHLEY MAYER, CHANTEUSE

Elle est née au Canada, mails o passé une bonne
partic de sa vie & Los Angeles ol ses parents britan-
nigques sont allés s installer. Depuis plus de vingt ans,
Ashley pratique une musique méangée avee oolle
africaine. Elle a travalllé sur le label Virgin Records
aves Youssou Ndour et Gabricl vers la fin des années
80, Avec ce label, Ashley & signé deux albums dont 1
(1990) ¢t Pomegranate (1992), Son troisidme album
The Blessed Rain (1997) signé & Eml confirme son
wlent de chanteuse de méme que le quatrieme FMying
Over Bridges (2006) aprés le décds de sa mire,

Cette Canadienne «artiste phare
de la musique africaine»

L'ascrage Ofoermind daro le
mrelivu artisthpue @ Aalivy Mayer )
h mespue séndpalidse dars wn
crmereivie Cosl réalné o W Mak
G0 Son ardth aved Youssoo Ndeur
Hustrde on 2007 par wne chanwn
co-daite of lathelde "o Dape
Sou” Sarm Valtrgrn Mnklu wi rotbs
oy 1ot de rmbaka 180 St ses pow
mien en Aftigoe avec Sal! Kol
Baade Maal Zap Mama Vil Mah
lavela of Diobet Grabyore. rfacnte
et b dasseuse O s ef
e de b tredition tribalex ou 3
Do powt s proemation  de sob
tingukine dsque Anise

Aalviey Mayes s Canadiesne
sux  ambitioss umdées  ven
TARSQue de TOwess, A jouer e
e dinmlermdédiare cotie
musigue afinceine o oole o000
doninle. Mak son (hadn ot sorels
s e Sdodgal posr Lire la promo
ton o van dwvier albom Aviine
o prditve b mbadax & e s
i gans alicaines pove quid et
omplind, Afcile 4 dasew
CORIMAYWITY QME @MTYE Al

QM 1'‘adoswent aux ryf s faeile
cureme oodiad die FASrwre du Saals,
Oicdare ¢ cle saro comnplese F1 de
prblser que «Tososow Ndowr ol
phaa grasd arilie FAN e poiw
e de sl & sr M & fiee
consenion entry e sl o
muvaigne oocideniale. 13 Cost o0 gw
fo vwsix Sabrg, Coar o chemiie .

Asdor Mayer nivtle geo des
dous grands arthves qui N'ors ins
prde, ¢ont Toumaon Ndowr qis s
Irapirde k& plus <l 8 wer donw
oretlle susicale, smve Delle solx ot 1
a Sall dey maroeencs dellovweny! bovts,
At die

SO mrie aver son Eapire
tour o dade pas d'sajousd Bl |
e ¢ Cconcritae par [ crooghir
et une chamon co &cene, Il
N 4 ool A g om & &
dass son albare Alsores dsy g
siniitade «hoad Dayfhous of apeds |
'u e dssey grand VA renu
S an concer? & Loo Angedes o
e bes resinicdens s S Snle
Aalen! Ao parce g [ New
sl » Coch 2 vali b s darmpesne
de b une Dviion du il

mbalas & Dakar em 2008 pour
pdoeT gved fon daneun wndga
San ot w0 produim b Sorano, pun &
Heecy.

Aahilcy a dlargl »on ospace do
conmmedsiante aved les trusichens
on partcsdiee le grand goltanse
Pereeny Mburye, & gul oo a falt pan
o son sl F erpegiatrer Al
e aved eux 3 Dadar W Jowr o
Ornvine Miaye a o dang e stv
A0, "o plewnd pance gowe onla @ ald
Mg as g faandedy o o
rovnts, cuxpligue-t-olls siosl son
riwe devern ofalind, Pose y armwe
fahicy avalt eovoyd des ¢ mmadds &
sotm sw fans A travens e moode
Scrnarxiant wn soutien Anancicr.

Cooccrmant la signification
&Anina Aahiey Mayer expliguxe
QuUE «cleal e femmne g o porié
uw dand Sardewn ot gt veay alvper
posr dive Sves ll y & sl ure
charaon «Swall Dodrss [peties
plrogues) o0 efle parie do émigre
thenn dandestine = ofos  foune
[ L T ey S T
dw en Booge o v phas stseent
warmbve pas & detinanon Mo
w donner Sy cousage, M chansmt
ue chand de Mamse Chath bea
fall afin de donner e metliow
doux mboves, soulgne [hénicdne
& mdbadax

Posar Srece, Ja Canadionne poygee
Qu'apeix la promotion de son
daque, cle va reverer b Dehae post
Sxre un concen. A T'on coolee, son
combuat ont de falre oo sorde quo e
Séndpal connsioc s tichone o
e Oockdent ot s chance de
AVUEF <0 QU w0 poswe i

Joun Michel COLY
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THE MusIC OF ASHLEY MAHER

BY IM LEE

n this moeltieg pot of cultures hat & Southern Califormia, 1% ot surpess-
Iilgthumwhlwcuhmﬂya\mcumwy Mahor would call Los

Angedes homo Her music reflocts s stromg allinity with Africen music,
with wonderfolly complox rhythms md percassive dackieg with additoosl
Latin Amenican, oz s folk cloments.

Her songwriting is biographical i nature, drawing oo ber persomal oxpe-
reoces o relale Icting stonies both movimy end heardel. The ORESs
of her vouce & anotber strong component of Mabers” massic. [1s and
supple, temindiag O0oe of Jom Mitchell. It lifss and sours, oficn adding wile
nuancos to her hyrcs,

Bom in Canada to British percots, Mabice"s Eunily ssoved 10 Los Angeles
when she was flve. She grew up singny jazz, ciasacal, choral and modcval
masic, bat Sound her wue callieg in Africn music while attosding UC
Berkobey in the kato 19K0s. After gradustion, she was off 8o Loadon, whare m
the maddle of an African music senaisaance, she immensed herselfl in the Jocal
HINSIC SOCDE,

Maber's talent brought her o the attention of Virgin Records UK, who
redeased two critically acclaimed rocondings, Al in 1950 mnd Fomayanute in
1991, While commercial fane and fortsme was sot vet %0 be, her thind recoed.
ing. the tadependemly eeleased The Blexsed Rain showed Maler moving om,
undeterred.

Recoedod in both Pares ssd London using some of the finest Afncan musi-
camns available, The Mlessad Raly ilfustrated how well she fesed her Tyrics and
mciodies with African rhythos, The song And 7 Beliovw related e siory of
hor first vt 1o Ber husband's fassdy in Atrica, and other soags Bk Crom fiv
ddorning and Bodalw, lluvtratod the stresgth of her soagwriting. Seven years
on, this rece remains & powerful and moving snement, refreshingly
wodatad and as valid soday e the day it was recoedod.

After the refease of The Blexsed Rain, Maher's carcor was slowod a5 she
retumod 10 Los Angpcies 0 care e ber ailing mother and o raise o family.
She's now actively pecforming snd writing agais, and Jas relessad her flest
pow reconling i many years, Fliing Over Sridger,

It's the cpening back, Lacky that scts the tone and theme for the entire
albom. Bt %o story of hor hushands” visit 1o his Bometown and coatrasts (he
envy the yousg men have b bocause he Bves in the west (and there-
fore st be nich) with how be longs for the siople plessures found in his
native home, This subsect of contrasss, of wmsition. of beidges 10 newer things
{for betier or worse) is refloctod teosghoot the reconling. gob

producer Andre Manga's bass and gusar work ) with the scw, the jazz ander
lones feoen pianist Onsaro Ruir which adds a complickely &fferent focl 10 Bhe
wacks he's on, 10 & vibean, refreshing sousd that shows Maher 1at avene
oo taking 3 rak o furthor her musical vision

In fiet, it is contrasts that muke this reconding work so well. Contras the
song Seven with s mlstrack vocals hacked by just the sshar dnsms of Azis
Faye, with Disamt Sieter Moos, & soug with 2 convensonal 44 beat, smooth
and medodic with a cathy choirs Gt woshin't be out of plice oo commercial
o (1f such o thing cxisted saymors) % the fenky Suadians of the very
thythesic sad sp-sermpo Omet. Cradit this o bow prodecer Mangs kwvingly
mived and msuched the backng nrsicians and amangements 10 st oach

making coch an individeml ssstemant

As & yrcist, Maher shines especally bright on two songs, LV vowr Fleels
about sheding with her brother in Canada, but with a deepor rocaning sbosa
risk sakong and having Ow coursge 10 ket oncsell go, and the moviag chosing
rack, Gravefly, about bor mother's deatls and how she faced the prospect
with such &gnity and rescdve. It's a fiting onding 10 & revoeding by a remnark-
ablc artae.

As onpoyable a5 Maher s reconded efforts e, secing hee perfoem bree is an
ad&tonal treat. Her Tive shows ke on many differont focets. She cm pers
form in an acouwstic scuting, wually with Latin guitariat Roberto Montero, with
2 sroag focus on the lyncal and melodic nature of her songs. There are also
manry dilforont group scttings, O festures & band with a world jazz ioflo-
ence. Another Saper group with backing vocalists sses more impeovisation
fiven 1he musiclans. Hut e most exotimg and vibeant s e full hand with
West Aftcan dancers

Durimg those shows, Maber is joined by 4 sumber of other dancers in
exploson of color and soumd. Direesad in boght costumes, B dancees per-
form both chorcographad and solo spots, with audonce pattication mach
eocouraged. 11y the eltiewne calinination of Maber’s Global musical vison,
md what defines her s a troly onginal mesicaas sad songwrier. I's sot 10 be
missed,

[Fanther sfcemanon about lwe performence dates md where o purchase
Ashlicy Maber's recondings can be found at www ashicymabeorcom.,

Jom Lew iy o comnitaamg ediog mdewer & photographer fe [ty Linen
Magazine. and har alinr wravew v (oo, the Wk magasive YDryok and ibe

e
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Ashley Maher “The Blessed Rain"

For those nox familiar with Ashiey, she is Canadian born now living in England and has had two previous
CDs on Virgin Records. “The Blessed Ran™ 1s an independent release and continues her musical journey
into African rivythms and percussion with jazz, folk and rock influences. As | was listening 0 this for the
first time completely lost in the beauty of the music, the wonderful grrangements, the rhythms, and
Ashiey’s sriking voice, | was rocked by the spiritual and kumanisiic inright of the lyrics. Spin Free
seemed to be directed at me, how true the message, and how we need remivnders like this yo we can
remember the power and beawty we all possess:

“the golden nag you're grabbing at
is already in reach

the answer in a bottle's

already washed up on the beach

f you're ready to fly

life will teach you

don't forget

10 spin wild

spin free
pull in the ness
of your secret sea™

“The Blessed Rain™ 13 a wplifiing spirswal good feeling gifi. giver and received ar the sawe time, the
perfect human exchange, Every cut gives me the feeling of grear depeh requiring many careful lissens. It s
like you can listen in a caswal way and kave the music sweep arownd and through you, bat something
insicle sayx, [ meed o drimk in this splendor slowly and deeply. 1 find it hard to try to technically explain
music as 1 don 1 wderstand much of that anyhow, | can only ralk abowt feelings from the music and this
feels real good.

The twde cut, “The Blessed Rain™ is a special treat for me and a great addition 1o my collection of “ramn
sovgs ", Sumetimes | feel quite alone in my affinity for rain and wonder why so many people seem 1o
spend much energy 1o avosd being fowched by rawn. Ashiey sawd she was a great “ram affectionado ™ anl
Meurend Suflivan an Jresh Celtic stnger told me xhe pat corrgated tin on her bedroom room roof 16
amplify the rau. (O yes, “The Blessed Ruin®™ | | like that,
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LOOKING FURTHER
THAN THE CHARTS

At & tume when 0 many new
arists are making musk that's
caleslated 1o reach the Top 40, it is
refreshing w meet Ashley Maher,
& Canadian muscan with a rather
unusually cosmopolitan background

gorn in Canada, ruised in LA, and
with English parents, she grew up
liatering 10 rock and roll bands ke
the Isley Brothers and Earth, Wied
and Fire. Now the colourful street
lite of West London has introduced
her 10 more exotx sounds.

‘For a while 1 played with a
variety of African and Eurcpean
musicians. | got %0 know more about
that sort o? music by regularly
visiting the sound archives nedr the
Roval Albert Hall"

Ihe result of 3ll these influences s
2 solo album of remarkable diversity
entided M. Her woice is redolent of
modern Brizish folk sngers ke Van
Morrison and John Martyn,. Yet the
rhythms show 2 keen ear for the
contemporary sounds of Canbbean
drums and rap. It might not be the
most commercal LP cg the year, but
then few would have predicied Enya
would reach No 1.

At the same tme Ashley's career
in safe hands. Apart from being
sgned 10 Virgin Records, her manager
is associated with the 1cam that looks
after Peter Gabriel and Genesis,

"1 suppose my albam o different
from most ¢chart material,” she
admits, "but at Jeast if ® becomes
very successful 1 will have my
integricy mmtact. Look at Van Gogh
What he did was totally individual
yet now his paintings are changieg
hands for $53 msilbon!’
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ashley maher

A Prodigious New Talent
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Record Mirror

ASHLEY MAMER
o,

VL

True, "Hi' is hardly an inspiring.
attention-grabbing title. but delve a
hetle deeper into its contents, and
you might well be pleasantly
surprised.

California raised Ashley has
released the type of album that
will prompt many to proclhim her
as this year’s winner in the annuad
singer-songwriter stakes. And they
could just be right,

Described (by herself) as “a big,
ethnic jumble”, 'Hi' is a huge
pressure cooker simmering with a
mixture of rhythms, styles, and
awmosphere. A light sprinkling of

jazz and folk, evenly peppered with!

some African beats and intricate
harmonses, its aroma is distinctly
trepical.

Her rich vocals wrap smugly
around the likes of “Shine Shine
Shine’, the bright and breezy Sage
ls Under My Feet’, and the
gloricus 'Step By Step’. A quick
costume change later, and the tone
s lowered to a gentle whisper for
the tender "Hush Child' and bleak
‘Honeycomb Grey".

These bewitching tunes make for
an exuberant, cflortless debut, and
while not the type of music to set
the charts alight, is bound to cause
a ripple like Chapman and Vega
before her.

One of the year's more pleasing
discoveries. MBEYa Nick
Dverden

Record Mirrer
Clossy monthly UK.
MEaic magazine
inchading mainsweam
and aliermative anists.
now out of primt
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Tra Europa e Africa

Ro. MAGAZINE SEPT '90

ASHLEY MAHER

Intervista com uma musicista sorprendente o affascinante giunta con "Hi™ & suo
debutto discografico. Dopo anni di ricerche sui gron ¢ s cultura musicele africens,

¢ dopo ever provato ¢ riprotalo possibili assonane ¢ contergenze, M Maker presen-
1¢ i suo levero, cercando di chigrirme le motivazion!

O Maeortle Vel

"“Sows nats @ Mowtresl in Canale, wa some creaciute
# Low Aogrien. Lo prime infunnze waononh k¢ ho ove
e okl Mack meaic: Marvdn Cape. Arechi Frasidx,
Farth Wind & Five. My Prothems, od altn clasic.
Pasel irbomwnid contsro mon sl guesde growre i o
e repersorio claseicn, juze, Soll, per i e dnsimde-
o & sveren Nlomd "

Ol o presenta con Guoste parshe & Asbley Me:
Do, che ha stupito poskivamente U PO i coa
1 vao alum demindio, Gefla ko dafls warga
speveliraa & oexa0o Tends (U pROsD Capes
Lvoro”, pur prosertandons 0on W sem plice
“das” (H" sl coperting. In una Inserviats
etd i inglese ¢ mdd 0 Kalane (Askicy ha v
wato due ared ¢ Bologia ¢ paria perfomamenne la
rowwa Bagua, 2.4 1), sddiare corceo di sepere
& Pl wu questo perfeto cediiall &) remiche ¢ -
ceremeee Arndvis N sparart] dal Careidt ol
FEwropa, che s
maturith, .
wighon abum b amciste del 1950, shwramanse
come mighore provs 4'wiedio

“Tulle £ ity puinds ol undnentl 41 Sew Fraee-
20 M narass wn peronsssomahe Al Chnd, v ¥
#2ts capace 41 fondere  chive pocklrecsl dele TR
ik pretiamenie ffmoane Spesse punss vors &
“traduzions * twne vt pev Sul P s Sheo-
wat) dolle sononisd wom riaaciamo ¢ cogher i cowgw
i gl e o venr oo N e s 4
(eniar Tl  urd 2 Mrory 4 C1radvsves bEwils”
focrndols 4 revtare b (6leans poriency Sel diaco, ol
ANAIzend g @ wheslvn moiial el dreree
nm'e prmay”

Facle s 4ird ma per arrtvare s quest! risdied
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retti stile sixties che di una chitarra soli-
sta che si riallaccla a certi schemi classi-
¢l del rock. Tutto ¢id rende molto
piacevole un album delicaso e suggesti-
vo, dove l delicato non deve trarre in in-
gARN0 ¢ far pensare a una musica nolosa
o melensa, "Chemicrazy” & un disco rock
a tuttd gli effett] che | T.PE, riescono ad
infarcire di Influenze black sesza tradk
re la Joro Impronta originaria. Un esem-
pio, per tutti,
scatenatissima rock-song,forse la mi-
gllore di tusto () disco,

I evidenza anche "Sensitze™s "Ancther
day”, (Giniuca Guact).

ASHLEY MAHER
M

Vign

E'indubbio che negli witinyd semnpi vi sia
sata una vera ¢ propria invasione di
camtanti /compositrici, che hanno inevi-
tabilmente portato ad una saturazione
del marcsto, oltretutso con una produ-
zioow 3l buora, ma quasl mal trascen-
dentale.

Ma Ul LP appena pubblicato da Ashley
Maher (¢l dicono che st pronunci Masr)
< ha fatto letteralmente cadere dalia so-
dia e gridare al miracolo, Sicuramente la
pil interessante novitd nel panorama
musicale femminile attuale, la Maher o
Ipnotizza con un perfetto cockrall mul-
tiotnico ¢ v Cresciuta <on |l
rock, pot passata al soul, questa picoola
canadese, crescivta a Los Angeles ¢ pol
trasferitasi a Londra, ma messo a punto
insieme con il produttore Philip Ciffin,
un condensato di ritmiche che spaziano
dai Caraidd alla Caltfornia, dal Sud Ame-
ricaalEuropa, passando per MAfrica, in
cul sl valorizzano le sue indubble cape-
cith vocall, consonse a tirar fucef delle ri-
cercatezze armoniche anche nelle
situazions pid Emprobabili,
Costruito su delle percussioni del Cha-
na, chitarre funky o flasti tradizionals, il
disco della Maher, oltre & costituine un
veroe di mezzs estate per
sueth gll amanti delle ritmiche, s dimno-

“Scunsurfin® ¢

stra pld maturo e con maggior spessore
- pur essencio un lavoro d'esordio - ded
lavori di Sade e Toni Child, Noa ¢ resta
quindi che dire "HI" ¢ benvenuts alla
Maher od a quello che & appresta ad es-
sero uno ded pid placevoli dischi dell’an-
no, (Mareelle Villells)

JEFF LYNNE
Amchair Theatre
RagrsaEA

Un pop-star di cartapesta o un vero arti
sta? O, forse, la veritd sta nel mezzo? In
fondo che importa; il suo nuovo album
non cerca la didattica, @ solo un godibs
le esemplo di rock’ s roll melodico, oxcil-
lante fra gll armngiamenti sofisticati ed
un velato spirito ribelle, Nello stile "Ar-
mchair Theatre®, & bene procisarko subl-
to, di primo acchito non seenbra pod cosl
distante da quanto la sua vecchia band,
F'Electric Light Orchestra, suonava con
successo negll annl settanta ¢ nella pri-
ma parte degll ottanta, e clo¢ del buon
pop-rock “sinfonico”. Unanalisl superf).
clale che non tiene conto delle recentd,
importantissime esperienze vissute da
Lynne con | componenti del Traveling
Wilburys. S§ potrebbe Intziare da lonts-
no, dalia collaborazione sullo splendido
"Cloud Nine" di Ceorge Harryson, pas
sando per Fopera prima del Traveling
Wilbarys e per i considerevolealutoche
ha dato alla lavorazione di “Mystery
Girt™, 'ultimo alloum di Roy Orbison pri-
ma della morte, finendo con Ja produ-
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ASHLEY MAHER TALKS WITH KHMALID OMAR JAVED ABOUT THE MULTI-CULTURAL INFLUENCES WHICH
WENT INTO MOULDING HER DEBUT ALBUM, #V
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Ashley Maher:

Hi
Virgin
With British parents, Canodion pass-
port ond o Callomion upbringing.
Maher could be o crazy mixed-up
kid. Instead she gets her feet in the
doors of the world’s fop rhythm play-
ors In search of Big Beafs to match
her aliterative hrics And she suc-
ceeds. There k a menocing bl feel
to the darker songs as quirky choaroc-
ters cluster around original storyfines.
The two best trocks convey varnying
degrees of opfimism. Honeycomb
Groy & peppered with divine Burt
Bocharach-shyde backing ond plenty
of hooks about o potter In his glcomy
fower block Step By Step & the
classic outobiogrophical tale of o
struggling ortiste doing o bunch of
crummy jobs with the hope of realis-
ing her ambition. Esewhere the world goes on around a narrator Dreaming 1o
the sound of iuttering fiutes. Hush Child, has o shutterer cry | om a bird bedting
broken wings inside o botte’ accompanied by throbbing bass ond folksy
mandaolin. Eddlie is a silly tale of a shoashine valentine, and Jumping
Mouse a fable. Tick Tock has a cool cats e a lad into crime with
‘big boasts about iithe adventures.” The Soge Is Under My Feef ends o
solid debut with triumphont jazzy vocols. HELEN JEROME

Zig-Zag
dosp monthly UK.

MUC magazine
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